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Holy Happenings
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RIP OUT THE REAR VIEW MIRROR – The Key to church vitality
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Almost immediately upon discussing the current situation in their church, multiple well-meaning folks began to speak about how they wish they could “get back” to the large crowds and prominence in the church they once knew. They kept telling the stories about how wonderful things were “back then,” about how full the classrooms were every Sunday, about how packed the pews were, so full they had to start a 2nd service of worship just to have room for everyone, and the offering plates were always full and they had more money in the budget that they could imagine. 

 But the season of church health and vitality is the season in which the members of that church should keep constantly before them the wisdom of Ecclesiastes 7:10. “Say not ‘why were the former days better than these?’ For it is not from wisdom that you ask this.”
The honest and only way a church can find new meaning, renewed health and increased vitality is to seriously rip out the rear view mirror. Like a grapevine that has been pruned, the way to growth isn’t through trying to attach the dead limbs of the past back on, but through the new growth that emerges—and that growth will look very different than what came before. 
Our Bishop, Hee Soo Jung, has been putting it this way for church vitality and turnaround ministry when a congregation is facing downward trends. “Imagine Wisconsin Anew is an effort to bear good fruit by serving new people, diverse people, young people, elderly people, all people. The Wisconsin cultural and demographic landscape is changing, so United Methodists need to pay careful attention to the culture changes where there are United Methodist congregations.”

Our Bishop is calling us to always be forward thinking and moving. “This vision includes helping create new faith for new people in new places, revitalizing and reenergizing local church ministries, creating multicultural competency and engagement, serving the needs of people through mercy and justice ministries, and nourishing body, mind, soul and spirit through Soul Food.”

As we seek to be faithful right here in Elkhorn to our calling and our history AND the new future ahead of us, we understand that the key to church vitality is forward, and it is never seen in the rear-view mirror.
Blessings,

Reverend Bill McBride, Pastor

PS: If you have now viewed the replay of our June strategy session go to this link and watch. Good look at our trends. Put this link into your Internet page==>  http://vid.us/kpg92u 

Then go here for some more revealing insights into our neighbors. 

Put this link into your Internet page ===> https://chaliceoffaith.com/um-neighbors/
September                       
  SERMON SERIES

2       15th Sunday after Pentecost
          Three Simple Rules
          “Stay In Love with God”

9        16th Sunday after Pentecost
         What Can Christians Learn from Jews?
         Genesis 12:1-5
         Deuteronomy 6:4-9
16     17th Sunday after Pentecost

        What Can Christians Learn from Muslims?
        Genesis 21:1-20
23     18th Sunday after Pentecost
         What Can Christians Learn from Hindus?
         Romans 8:18-28
30     19th Sunday after Pentecost

          Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22
          Psalm 124 (UMH 846)
          James 5:13-20

          Mark 9:38-50
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Wednesday, August 29
Thursday, August 30
Friday, August 31
Saturday, September 1
Sunday, September 2
Monday, September 3
For more info go to  walworthcountyfair.com
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In our prayers this month:
Jim & Charlene Johnson, Dave Larson,

Kathleen Laferty, Rodney & Virginia Paulsen,
Arline Wolfe, Helen Hall
(See prayer board for specific requests
Please examine the prayer board for out of date cards for removal, 

or if a card needs to be updated and replaced.)
September Service Group (D)  
(Service Group Coordinator: Harriette Immega 723-4605)
Kathie Benhart, Doris Feivor, 
Shane, Gwen, Makayla & Marshall Griffin,

Gerry & Harriette Immega, Dan & Jill Johnson,

Dave & Terry Ketchpaw, Tom & Gayle Ostrander,

Betty Rader, Janean Ward
NOTE:    There are 5 Service groups, with approximately 15-20 people in each. If you are part of this month’s group, you may be asked to be a liturgist, greeter, serve refreshments or usher. Please be ready to help. The Service Group Coordinator will call prior to the first Sunday of the new month. 
  * If you are not assigned to a service group, or have forgotten what group you belong to, call us at the church office.
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Have you always dreamed of playing the piano?
Now is the time!

Sign up with Debbie Rush who gives
lessons at our church.

Call 262-490-2598 or email debbierush@yahoo.com
to schedule.
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     Birthdays: 

2-Dan Clikeman, 2- Michael Papenfus, 

4- Dylan McLaughlin, 7- Lorraine Erskine, 
8- Larry Heindl, 9- Coleen Reynolds,

 11- Tommy Rohde, 15- Betty Rader, 

16- Zachary Johnson, 23- Marshall Griffin,

 23- Tom Heinsohn, 23- Emily Neinfeldt, 

25- Alejandro Hernandez

27- Kathleen Fulton, 29- Arla Green, 
          





                      29- Breck Ward
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   Anniversaries:
1- Don & Emily Henderson
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1st United Methodist Church of Elkhorn Monthly Planner

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

28 29 30 31

2 ] 7

Communion LaborDay / Weight Watchers Pastor's Day Off
Sunday Office Closed 8:30AM

Sunday School
Set-UP

Worship Service
10AM

1 10 Vil 12 14

All Church Ad. Council Pastor at Weight Watchers Pastor's Day Off
Potluck Meeting 6:30PM Conference / 8:30AM

RALLYDAY! O.A. Meeting Spang Firie Yams to Go
7PM-8:30PM 1PM-3PM

Worship Service
10AM

16 17 18 Y 21

Bible Labs / Youth O.A. Mesting United Methodist Weight Watchers Newsletier
Berg Hope Mesiny 7PM-8:30PM Women's Meeting 8:30AM Atticies Dus
Planning Meefing 1PM
11:30PM/ Lunch Pastor's Day Off
Served

Worship Service
10AM

23 24 26 28

First Day of O.A. Meeting Weight Watchers Newsletter
Autumn 7PM-8:30PM 8:30AM Assembly NOON

Worship Service ‘Yams to Go Pastor's Day Off
10AM 1PM-3PM

Youth Crafts after
Service!

30

Sunday School /
Video Sunday

UMW Worship
Service 10AM

Youth Open REC
till Noon!
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  Youth
    News

List of Upcoming Youth Events

September 9th 
 Rally Day

Sunday School Registration

MONTHLY SCHEDULE

1st Sunday – “Ten Commandments” Sunday School

    Round the World after Service

2nd Sunday – Sunday School Small Groups
   Open Rec until NOON
3rd Sunday – Bible Labs
   Being Hope after Service
4th Sunday – Sunday School Small Groups
   Craft Sunday
Nicci Peterson, Youth Coordinator  262-215-2232
*************************************************************
To my church family,
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     Thank you so much for the flowers, prayers, phone calls and food during my recent hospital stay.  It was so appreciated!  

                                          All my love,

                                              Bev Jones
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Yarns to Go
 Our ladies will be working on making scarves and hats for the Seamen’s Christmas at Sea ministry.  In addition to the knitted and crocheted articles, we can also send along toiletries and puzzle books.  Those small unopened bottles you collect from your hotel/motel stay and puzzle books you receive in the mail along with purchased unused toiletries can be sent.  There is a collection box in the narthex, until the middle of October.
We will be meeting September 12th and September 26th at the church from 1:00PM to 3:00PM.  Come and join us!

Audrey Wuttke, 
Mission Coordinator
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Adult Choir will resume on September 9th! 
Practice will begin Sunday morning at 9:15 AM.

All are welcome!
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What a generous congregation!  You are the best!  I am so proud of all of you.  There were boxes and boxes of new donated items, covering everything listed on our donation sheet.  Just think of the children that will have a happy first day of school because they have the supplies needed for learning at school.

Thanks to each one who gave money to me to shop and all of you others who did your own shopping.  We were “Doing What Disciples Do”!  (Pastor Bill’s sermon series)  Thanks so much!  

Audrey Wuttke
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SEPTEMBER
New Beginnings:  APFV / Coins in the Collection
“New Beginnings: the name of the Walworth County domestic violence and support Center, is working on raising funds for a building to house victims who need a place to stay immediately.  

There are several forms of abuse, in which victims need to be removed from the present situation.  They include domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking, harassment, and human trafficking.

APFV’s goal is to provide services to help “break the cycle” from one generation to the next, all provided free and confidential.  Coins and “quiet money” (placed in a marked envelop) will help APFV reach their goal.  Coffee fellowship donations and matching funds from the Missions Fund will also be given.

Thank you for supporting this local mission.


Missions Fund
The Missions Fund committee met the end of July and decided to give contributions to the following;  
Matching Funds from April, May, and June Coins in the Collection to Rev. Paul Webster and the Mujula Falls Agricultural Center of $264.50.

Twenty $10 gas cards to Pastor Bill from Kwik Trip.


Money to “Yarns to Go” for yarn and shipping and handling, of $75.


Church World Service to purchase twenty blankets at $10 each.


Walworth County Men’s Homeless Shelter for supplies needed, $200.


Elkhorn Youth Center, $100 for food, snacks, and games for after school.

We continue to support the Hope Now, INC. social worker at $900 quarterly.  Great meeting!

Elkhorn Food Pantry
August collection emphasis was to purchase pork and beans.  September’s collection is salt and pepper.  Other non-perishable items and cash are always needed!
Audrey Wuttke, Mission Coordinator
The First Day of Autumn is September 23rd!
              EFFECTIVE STEWARDSHIP
Communiqué
How to Enjoy Your Money
An oxymoron is the use of two terms which are contradictory in nature. “Jumbo shrimp” is an oxymoron. “Ferocious lamb” is another. “Dumb scholar” is yet another.

One of the saddest and most contradictory is the oxymoron, “Stingy Christian.” Because we have been redeemed through our faith in Christ, Christians should be the most generous of all people. We have been abundantly blessed of God, who has given us all things richly to enjoy (Rom. 8:32).

James 1:17 expresses this truth clearly: “Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”

Think about some of God’s good gifts:
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God gives the seed (Gen. 1:11).

God gives the rain (Job 5:10).

God gives health (Jer. 30:17).

God gives life (Acts 17:25).

God gives strength (Isa. 40:29).

God gives riches (1 Chron. 29:12).

God gives grace (2 Cor. 12:9).

God gives eternal life (Rom. 6:23).

And God gives us money and the ability to get wealth. Solomon said that money is one of God’s gifts to people. The purpose for which He gives us money is stated clearly in Ecclesiastes 5:19 — for our enjoyment. But there is another major purpose God gives us money, something that also can bring great pleasure: To give it back to Him.  That’s why of all the oxymoron’s in existence, “Stingy Christian” is the most contradictory. We who have been given the most from God should be the most generous people in the world. 

As the tombstone in an old cemetery read, “What I spent, I had; what I saved, I lost; what I gave, I have.”
***The July 2017 Ad. Council Meeting was canceled.

Minutes for the August 2017 meeting will be in the October Newsletter.***
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