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A LITTLE PRELUDE TO THE GOD STORY 
(Message Series in May)

We are working our way through the God Story a 7-week message series where we investigate the story of God’s relationship with God’s people in the Bible and how that story intersects our own life story.

Coming soon this month we will take a look at something call the “Inciting Incident.”

Week 4: The Inciting Incident (1 Samuel 16:1-13) 
An Inciting Incident is a moment in a story when everything changes, and you can never go back. The fourth week looks at David, a major character in the story, and his Inciting Incident. Likewise, we examine the moments in our lives when we are ushered into the God Story and we can’t go back. 
There was an inciting incident in the life of David that changed him forever… So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him right there in front of his brothers. The Lord’s spirit came over David from that point forward. -1 Samuel 16:13
Here is a taste of what you will uncover:
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Explore ways we might feel undeserving or unlikely to have had a part in God’s story, so that we can embrace the better story God has given us;

· Realize that when we find ourselves living a story that is less than the one God is calling us to, we can seek forgiveness and choose to live into the God Story for us again.
You can watch the God Story sermons and catch up by gong to our church webpage here:

http://www.ElkhornFUMC.com/sermons
Please join me this Sunday as we take a look together at the God Story.

Blessings,

Reverend Bill McBride, Pastor
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SERMON SERIES:  The God Story
6       6th Sunday of Easter
          Soundtrack
         Zephaniah 3:14-17
13       7th Sunday of Easter / Ascension
           Waiting for Resolution
          John12:12-19
20
Day of Pentecost

Twist Ending

John 20:1-18
27
1st Sunday after Pentecost/Trinity

Isaiah 6:1-8

Psalm 29 (UMH 761)
  
Romans 8:12-17

John 3:1-17
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All Church Breakfast
Sunday, May 20th
8:30AM
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In our prayers this month:
   Jim & Charlene Johnson, Phil Jones, 

Kathleen Laferty, Dave Larson,

 Rodney & Virginia Paulsen, Arline Wolfer

(See prayer board for specific requests) 
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May Service Group (E) 
 (Service Group Coordinator: Maegan Sankey 262-215-3090) 
Laura Breber Anderson, 
Dalton & Seth Anderson, Don & Betty Felton,

Kathy & Katie Fulton, Tom Heinsohn,

LaVon Milton, Jerry Rahn,

Wes & Diane Riechers, Maegan Sankey,

Joy Smage, Dale & Gloria Wuttke,

Tammi Wegner

             NOTE:    There are 5 Service groups, with approximately 15-20 people in each. If you are part of this month’s group, you may be asked to be a liturgist, greeter, serve refreshments or usher. Please be ready to help. The Service Group Coordinator will call prior to the first Sunday of the new month.  

  * If you are not assigned to a service group, or have forgotten what group you belong to, call us at the church office.
****************************************************************************
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1st United Methodist Church of Elkhorn Monthly Planner
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Birthdays:  
5- Janice Conway, 
8-Makayla Griffin, 13- Casey Rohde,
15-Jean Henderson, 17- Carol Katzman,
17- Teagan Ward, 18- Macy Riechers,
19- Angelica Segarra, 23- Skylar Pierquet,
             23- James Ward, 24- Aydon Clikeman,







19- Angelica Segarra, 23- James Ward,
 24- Larry Matelski,
24- Tessa Reynolds, 26- Duane Wuttke
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       Anniversaries:    
                1-Rod & Virginia Paulsen
                11- Dan & Joy Clikeman 
               19- Dale & Gloria Wuttke 

              24- Shane & Gwen Griffen
                 25- Bob & Sue Leibsle

         30- Steven & Mary Lou Gilmore  
[image: image12.jpg]



May and June

Coins in the Collection / Rev. Paul Webster Missionary
Mujila Falls Agriculture Center, Zambia, Africa
Rev. Paul Webster works to help prevent causes of poverty, disease and hopelessness through education and training in small animal husbandry, cattle and goat milking, animal traction tree nurseries, fruit culture, gardening and fish culture at his research and demonstration station.

Paul quotes, “God has provided abundant land, water, plant and resources to Africa; it is up to Christ’s Church to provide knowledge, faith and hope to its people.”

The coins and “quiet” money (placed in a marked envelope) will further Paul’s hope for the people in Zambia, Africa.

Thank you for your support!

Hope Now, INC.

In March, Hope Now, Inc. held a very successful fund raiser at the Pizza Ranch.  You always get plenty to when you go there!  We continue to support Hope Now, Inc. with our monthly stipend for their social worker.
Elkhorn Food Pantry

Betty Felton and I recently represented our church at the Elkhorn Food Pantry Annual Meeting.  President Jean Raidl thanked the volunteers, board of directors and the many contributors to the Food Pantry.  President Jean reported they served 1,909 households totaling 4,517 people during the year of 2017.  A financial statement was given to all in attendance.
The biggest need at the present was for a volunteer(s) to pick up bread, bagels etc. from Panera Bread, Delavan, one month a year, on Sundays at 7AM.  If you could do this, please contact me and I’ll fill you in on the details.  Other volunteers are always needed, one day a month or more.

Collecting jams and jellies during May along with other items will help sustain our pantry.

Thank you!

Audrey Wuttke, Mission Coordinator (723-4474)
Yarns to Go
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We have finished our baby afghans.  It takes a lot of time to create an afghan because we use small needles or crochet hooks and a fine yarn.  We had 8 baby afghans blessed during our April 15th church service.  We are donating the afghans to the WIC (women, infants & children) program through Walworth County Human Services.  The new mothers are given on a “need” basis, suggested through a visiting health nurse.
We will continue making preemie hats, 7 X 9 inch blocks for afghans, hats and scarves for the Seaman’s Ministry.

We will meet May 9th and 23rd, 1PM to 3PM at our church.  Come and join us!
     Audrey Wuttke, Mission Coordinator
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        Planned Giving Worship Service
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                                 Special Guest

Rick Churan

from the

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Join Rick Sunday, May 20th for a special service!

 Rick will be sharing the morning message. 

After our worship, Rick will be hosting a Planning Fellowship to answer any questions about Gift Options, Estate Planning, and Wills & Bequests.
One Gift, A Lifetime of Benefits!

1ST United Methodist Church
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                  SPRING 
Thursday, May 3rd
3:00pm-6:00pm

Friday, May 4th
9:00am-5:00pm

Saturday, May 5th
9:00am-NOON

We need donations of baked goods!
Ginny Matelski will run the sale.  Please call the church (723-2629) or 
Ginny (723-6879) with any questions!  

Sign up in the narthex if you can help at the sale!
May Youth News!
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May 13th 

Youth Being Hope after Service

Mother’s Day Gifts
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May 20th 
Youth Choir 9:30AM

Last Day of Sunday School!
Staff and Student Recognition

Nicole Peterson, Youth Coordinator  262-215-2232
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Applying Bible Principles

“God Owns It All” is the chapter heading in a book by a Christian author who presents this chapter first as the foundation for money management and giving.
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God does own it all!  That is the teaching of Psalm 24:1 which says, “The earth is the Lord’s.”  Psalm 50:10 says that all of the beasts of the field belong to God, and that the cattle on a thousand hills are His.  Haggai 2:8 says that God even owns the silver and gold in all the mines.

Now, He allows us to use what rightfully belongs to Him, but God continues to retain the ownership. We are managers and stewards of what God has entrusted to us.  Someday, when we stand before Him, we shall give an account of what kind of job we have done in managing the resources which God has allowed us to use.

That’s why every spending decision becomes a spiritual decision.  Every time we use some of God’s money, we are making a decision which has eternal ramifications.  
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Are you using money and possessions as if they belong to you, or are you making spending decisions with the full realization that it all belongs to God?
(This is the first of our monthly stewardship articles.  Watch for more each month in our Sunday bulletins and in every monthly newsletter!)

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AD. COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
February 12, 2018

Call to order 6:34PM by Dale Wuttke.  Members present:  Dale Wuttke, Pastor McBride, Howie Reynolds, John Henderson, Shane Griffin, Audrey Wuttke.
Pastor opened with a prayer.

Motion by John to approve the minutes of January meeting.  Pastor 2nd, motion carried.

Finance: Pastor reported, for Raina, income for month of Jan., total giving was $11,500.16.  Finance committee meets quarterly.  John reported:  Local Ministries has $170,249.83, Missions Fund has $222,706.77, and Ed Jones has $71,565.26.
Trustees:  Howie Reynolds, new chairperson, reported a new snow blower was purchased.  Also, the church will have to purchase the fertilizing of the church and parsonage lawns this year.
Mission/Membership:  Membership at 118.  Missions Fund meeting will be Feb. 25th.  Besides setting up giving to support Paul Webster, a request for purchase of a keyboard for Rwanda was made by Pastor Lamarr.  Coins in the collection is for Rising Sun Camp through March.  Food Pantry requests is for hot cereals during March.
UMM:  Breakfast, Sunday February 18th.
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor turned in his Activity Report.  He, Audrey Norton, and Raina are setting up a better way to report memorials received and included on our financial statement.  Pastor suggested we have someone come and speak to our congregation about “Gifting to the Church”.  Pastor gave out information on a Low-Key Stewardship Emphasis and explained about his involvement previously.

New Business:  John Henderson stated the Elkhorn Economic Development Alliance will be participating in the Connect Community statewide event on Saturday, May 19th, 10AM to 4PM.  He suggested we, as a church, participated, along with the Church of Christ and several other businesses.  After discussion, Pastor to attend one of the upcoming meetings.
Shane motion, Audrey 2nd, meeting adjourned.
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Respectfully submitted,

Audrey Wuttke, Missions Chairperson
Next meeting will be March 12, 2018.*

*There will be no minutes for March as that

meeting was canceled. Our next meeting
was held April 9th.
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[image: image24.jpg]“We’re hoping it will increase our giving.”
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