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Holy Happenings
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Happy New Year

God Is Always With Us
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There is really no better way to end a year and begin a New Year with the celebration of God fully among us and within us as we celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ. We enter this New Year of 2017 as countless folks do with renewed resolve. We resolve together as God’s people to celebrate in every way possible the truth of God alive within and among all people.

It seems that there are many things a foot that could be entitled “Change.”  We are about to inaugurate and come under the influence of a whole new executive branch of the government with the inauguration of President Donald Trump and his brand new cabinet.  Change is perhaps an understatement when you get right down to it.

This among many things reminds us that change is a constant of life in our world.  In fact as one person said, “The only constant is change.”  Yet in the midst of it all, we can always count on the constant and eternal love and presence of God within us and all around us. It is up to each of us as spiritual individuals and for our congregation as a body of faith to live like this is absolutely true. God is here always and forever. This is the Good News that the angels announced and we still give witness to.  Emmanuel, God with us, is our truth and our strength especially when so many things are changing in our world.

We are indeed called to bring light into the dark places of life and to shine our light of love on the journey we and others traverse.  I look forward to this year among you as your pastor. Julie and I truly enjoy this congregation with your steady and open love for all people.  We have appreciated your accepting and caring way as we came among you last July. We look forward this year to continuing with you in our open and outreaching ministry in our community and across our region. 

Blessings and Happy New Year.

Rev. Bill McBride, Pastor.

January               Lectionary Readings
1       Epiphany Sunday
          Isaiah 60:1-6

          Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  (UMH 795)
          Ephesians 3:1-12

          Matthew 2:1-12

 8      1st Sunday after the Epiphany

           Baptism of the Lord
         Isaiah 42:1-9   

          Psalm 29 (UMH 761)
          Acts 10:34-43
          Matthew 3:13-17
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15    2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
         Isaiah 49:1-7
         Psalm 40:1-11 (UMH 774)
         1 Corinthians 1:1-9
         John 1:29-42
22     3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
          Isaiah 9:1-4
          Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (UMH 758)
          1 Corinthians 1:10-18
          Matthew 4:12-23
29     4th Sunday after the Epiphany
          Micah 6:1-8
          Psalm 15 (UMH 747)
          1 Corinthians 1:18-31
          Matthew 5:1-12
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Offering envelopes for 2017 are available on the table in the Narthex.  Please pick yours up and take any others for people you know as these will not be mailed.  If you do not find yours and would like them, please sign the sheet on the table or see Cathy Harrington.        Thanks!
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In our prayers this month:

Helen Canelos, Roger Moore, Family of Roger Milton,          Weyrough Family, Kay Vassallo, Bev Jones,

 Jim & Charlene Johnson, Lazzaroni Family, 

Steven Erskine, Madeline Manning, Terry Ketchpaw,

 Kathleen Laferty, Duane Katzman, 

Ellen Kemnitz, Family of Matt Heinen,

Rebecca Partington & Family

(See prayer board for specific requests)

January Service Group (D) 
(Service Group Coordinator: Harriette Immega 723-4605)
Kathie Benhart, Doris Feivor, Shane, Gwen, Makayla & Marshall Griffin,
Gerry & Harriette Immega, Dan Johnson, Dave & Terry Ketchpaw,

Tom & Gayle Ostrander, Bud & Betty Rader, Janean Ward

NOTE:    There are 5 Service groups, with approximately 15-20 people in each. If you are part of this month’s group, you may be asked to be a liturgist, greeter, serve refreshments or usher. Please be ready to help. The Service Group Coordinator will call prior to the first Sunday of the new month.
  * If you are not assigned to a service group, or have forgotten what group you belong to, call us at the church office.
Grocery Receipts
 
December is the end of the 4th quarter.  Franks and Sentry (ask for stamp) receipts must be turned in by January 8, 2017.  If you prefer to mail them, send to Audrey Norton, 432 Clover St., Elkhorn.  
Thank you and Happy New Year!








Arla Green
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Thank you so much for your wonderful showing of support and appreciation.  We are encouraged and blessed by your generous Christmas gifts.  We look forward to working with the First UMC congregation to build God’s Kingdom through ministry and witness of God’s love.

Pastor Bill McBride

Holly Dow

Jenny Priesgen

Aubrey Clikeman

Ben Priesgen

Elaine Sellenheim

Raina Remeeus

Virginia Matelski

Nicole Peterson
[image: image9.jpg]Thanks from
the Staff




End of Year Giving

The church will close its books for the 2016 fiscal year on Dec. 31st.  IRS regulations require that in order for your gifts to be counted toward 2016 giving, they must be delivered to the church on or before Dec. 31, 2016.  Gifts received the first Sunday of 2017 (Jan. 1) will not be considered as a 2016 gift even if the check is predated 2016 or was actually written in 2016. However checks that are written, mailed and postmarked in 2016
will be considered as 2016 giving, even though they may not be received by the church until 2017.
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        Birthdays:

    

5- Gerald Norton, 9- John Pierquet, 10- Cheryl Neinfeldt, 
11- Payton Johnson, 12- Maxine Grohall,

12- Linda Larson, 15- Wes Riechers, 16- Erik Papenfus,
 21- Amanda Papenfus, 22- Gwen Griffin, 
22- Emily Mullen, 23- David Clikeman
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      Anniversaries: 
          23- James and Janean Ward
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With the New Year a New Opportunity!

Have you ever looked around our church building and wondered what the various elements that surround us mean?  What is a narthex, nave, chancel or altar?  Why do we have candles in worship and why does the acolyte (by the way what is an acolyte) light and extinguish all the candles but still keep a flame on the end of the candle lighter/snuffer? What do the symbols that surround us mean and why those symbols?  Have you ever studied the stained glass windows in the Fellowship Hall and why were they created and what do they mean?  Everywhere you look around there is something that is symbolic of an important element of our faith.  What is a stole and what does it mean?  

Join Tom Ostrander on the 4 Sundays of January, beginning on January 8th, 2017 for a 4 week exploration of our church and the many symbols that surround us and speak to us of our faith, our God and the life and love of Jesus Christ.  Each week following worship, after you have had your cup of coffee and goodies, we will gather in different places in the church to talk about the many things that speak to us in symbolic ways some as old as the church itself.  No need to buy a book, there are no homework assignments, the only thing you need to bring is yourself.  Let’s start the New Year with a new class in our newly redone narthex and library.  

We will meet from about 11:20 until 12:15.  Join Tom for an exciting journey into “Symbols of our Faith: 4 weeks of Discovery”.  Any questions, call him at home 262-245-6126 or e-mail him at sailtogo@msn.com.  We are looking forward to starting 2017 with an adult opportunity for learning and fellowship.  Sign up in the Narthex, just outside the Nave, for the next couple of Sundays. 
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Gift Tree Update

25 gifts to children aged 2 months to 16 years are wrapped and delivered to 9 families in Walworth County along with cookies and gift certificates.  What a wonderful way to celebrate Christmas!

Special thanks to Audrey Wuttke and Betty Rader for cookies, people who gave money toward gift certificates, and Terry and Dave Ketchpaw who did all the heavy work by picking up the gifts and delivering them to the Episcopal church so they can be taken to the individual homes. 

 See you next year and God Bless!

Bev Jones, Parish Nurse
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 “Yarns to Go”

I was able to deliver 3 afghans, 3 lap robes, 22 scarves, 1 hat and 2 sets of a matching hat and scarf to Bruce Hanson, to be given to resedents of the Bad River Indian Reservation in northern WI.  He has a large enclosed trailer and extended pick-up full of items, mostly new , to donate to the Indians.

Thank you to those who purchased some of our dishcloths.  I sent the money to Mary Ellen Wright, Elkhorn Area Schools social worker.  She called to thank us and to say there were several children in need of snowpants, boots and mittens, the Monday following our first snowfall.

And several of our ladies have knitted or crocheted items for on our “Mitten Tree”.

We will meet on Wednesday, January 11th and 25th to start our next year donations. 

 Come and join us!

Audrey Wuttke,  Mission Coordinator
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1st United Methodist Church is one of many churches who participate in our local Meals on Wheels.  We deliver our meals for one week almost every month.  If you would like to help us to deliver or you can drive our route, please contact the church (732-2629) or Harriette Immega at 723-4605 for more information.  The monthly schedule is available at the church office to help coordinate your availability.  Thank you to all those who help with this important work!
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In January, Sunday School 
will continue 
“Black Belt Bible Study”.  
Please join us downstairs during Worship Service!

A Youth/Parent Meeting is scheduled for January 29th after the Worship Service.

Nicci Lund, Youth Coordinator  262-215-2232
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Missions Fund
January – February – March

TWIN OAKS SHELTER for the HOMELESS
Twin Oaks Shelter for the Homeless was created in 1987.  Twin Oaks is a program of Community Action, Inc., a 100% local not for profit organization, serving both Walworth and Rock Counties.  It is located west of Delavan on Hwy. 11.  Their mission is to serve economically and socially disadvantaged members of our communities.

Coins in the Collection and coffee hour donations will be matched by our Missions Fund the end of March.  Larger donations are 100% tax-deductible.  Thanks for your help!

ELKHORN FOOD PANTRY / Crackers and Soup
 The cold of winter has arrived.  What’s better than a bowl of hot soup and the crackers to go with it?  Also, graham crackers make a great snack.  Place your items in the shopping cart, in the narthex at church.  Other food items are always welcome and so is a monetary donation.

HOPE NOW, INC.
We continue to provide support for the Hope Now, Inc. social worker.  The generosity of our Church family provided boxes of food for a large family, given through the Elkhorn Area Schools, during the Christmas season.  Thanks to Dale Wuttke for delivering the boxes to the school.
Audrey Wuttke – Mission Coordinator
FIRST UNITED METH0DIST CHURCH AD. COUNCIL MINUTES

NOVEMBER 7, 2016

Meeting was called to order by Chair., Dale Wuttke.  Pastor Bill McBride opened with a prayer.

Present:  Betty Rader, Bev. Jones, Audrey Wuttke, Shane Griffin,Dale Wuttke, Pastor Bill McBride, Cathy Harrington.

Pastor opened with a prayer.  Minutes of 10-10-16 were approved.

Finance:  Shane reported $3,113 in General Fund,  $1,827 in Capital Improv.  $3,210 in Parsonage Fund, $5,893 in Endowment acct.  There are outstanding bills of $6,672 which includes upcoming payroll & Conf. Apportionments for Sept & Oct.  This does not include last 2 Sunday offerings. Betty handed out proposed 2017 budget with a total of $196,554 showing an increase of $6,269. from last yr. Discussion was held.  Motion to approve 2017 budget was made by Cathy, second by Audrey. Motion approved.

Endowment Fund: John reported $203,673.41 in Wis. Missions Fund, $155,671.02 in Local Ministries Fund, & $101,861.82 in Edw. Jones spendable acct.  He expressed his concern of the Edw. Jones Spendable acct. not lasting forever unless we have a major fundraiser, increase in membership or other revenue options.

Membership & Missions:  Audrey reported Mission project for 4th qtr. is Northcott House & Dec. Food Pantry will be soaps & paper products.  Membership is 132 with 5 names to be removed at Annual Conf.

UMW: Betty said meeting on Nov. 22 will be “Thank you Offering”.

Parish Nurse:  Bev said 25 names will be on the Christmas Gift tree.

[image: image19.jpg]JOIN OUR




Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Bill reported Charge Conf. is this coming Sun. at 11 a.m.  Reports are completed.  A walk thru of parsonage has taken place with a few things that need doing.  He also handed out a report of the last six months of his ministry at 1st UMC.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Next meeting will be Dec. 12, 2016 at 7 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Harrington, Financial Secretary
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1st United Methodist Church of Elkhorn Monthly Planner

nday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 3 6 7

Communion Cub Scouts Weight Watchers Pastor's Day Off
Worship Service 6:15PM - 8:15PM 8:30AM
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8 9 1 13

Worship Service Cub Scouts Weight Watcher s Pastor's Day Off
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Adult Bible Study Gounerig; (EM

after Worship O.A. Meeting
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U] 16 17 18 20

Men's Breakfast 8:30AM Cub Scouts TUnited Methodist Weight Watcher s Newsletter
Worship Senice 10AM 6:15PM - 8:15PM ‘Women's Mig. 8:30AM Articles Due

1PM
Youth "BeingHepe "afer O.A. Meeting Pastor's Day Off

s 7PM-8:30PM
Youth Bible Lab Sunday
School
Youth CharSunday

AdultBible Study afer
‘Worship Service

22 25 25 27

Worship Service Cub Scouts Weight Watchers Newsletter
10AM 6:15PM - 8:15PM 8:30AM Assembly NOON

Youth Horton O.A. Meeting ‘Yams to Go Pastor's Day Off
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after Worship
Service

29 30
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Youth Parent O.A. Meeting
Meeting after 7PM-8:30PM
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after Worship 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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