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Holy Happenings
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The Power of Believing

Sometimes you just have to carry on and keep believing that things will get better.  This is the power of believing. Believing strongly in something is in a real sense like magic for one’s mind, spirit, outcomes and their life. 
The Author, Claude M. Bristol discusses the power of believing in his 2014 work entitled “The Magic of Believing.” Bristol says, “Is there a something, a force, a factor, a power, a science – call it what you will – which a few people understand and use to overcome their difficulties and achieve outstanding success? I firmly believe that there is, and it is my purpose in this, first complete exposition of the subject to attempt to explain it so that you may use it if you desire.” –The Magic of Believing Chapter 1.
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On my desk I have one word that has made and I believe will make a strong positive impact on my life forever and the life of any one who reads it, accepts it, and acts upon it. Simply put, it is that one word “BELIEVE.”
Jesus spoke many times about the importance of believing, Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” –John 20:19
Your believing holds you together when life gets hard, your believing brings you strength and healing when life gets sick, faith in the love and power of God working within you helps you take your next step when all seems worn and tired. Believing in the presence and plan of God helps you hang in there and fight hard to figure things out, as you trust that God has a plan and purpose for your life just the way that it is today.
“Take a leap of faith and begin this wondrous new year by believing. Believe in yourself. And believe that there is a loving Source - a Sower of Dreams - just waiting to be asked to help you make your dreams come true.” -Sarah Ban Breathnach
So, keep believing in yourself, in God, in a purpose and God’s love for you today. You’ve got nothing to lose and everything to gain.

Blessings,

Reverend Bill McBride, Pastor
February               Lectionary Readings
5       5th Sunday after the Epiphany
          Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12)
          Psalm 112:1-10 (UMH 833)
          1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16)
          Matthew 5:13-20
12      6th Sunday after the Epiphany
         Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
          Psalm 119:1-8  (UMH 840)
          1 Corinthians 3:1-9
          Matthew 5:21-37
 19   7th Sunday after the Epiphany
         Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
         Psalm 119:33-40 (UMH 840)
         1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
         Matthew 5:38-48
26     8th Sunday after the Epiphany
          Exodus 24:12-18
          Psalm 99  (UMH 819)
          2 Peter 1:16-21
          Matthew 17:1-9
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In our prayers this month:
Helen Canelos, Weyrough Family, Kay Vassallo,
Bev Jones, Jim & Charlene Johnson, Steven Erskine, Madeline Manning, Terry Ketchpaw, Kathleen Laferty,
Duane Katzman, Ellen Kemnitz,

Ken Ellsworth & Family
 (See prayer board for specific requests) 
**************************
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February Service Group (E)
(Service Group Coordinator: Maegan Sankey 262-215-3090)
Laura Breber Anderson, Dalton & Seth, 
Jana & Meghan Etten, Don & Betty Felton,

Kathy & Katie Fulton, Tom Heinsohn, Phil & Bev Jones,

LaVon Milton, Jerry Rahn, Wes & Diana Riechers,

Maegan Sankey, Joy Smage, Dale & Gloria Wuttke

NOTE:    There are 5 Service groups, with approximately 15-20 people in each. If you are part of this month’s group, you may be asked to be a liturgist, greeter, serve refreshments or usher. Please be ready to help. The Service Group Coordinator will call prior to the first Sunday of the new month.  

  * If you are not assigned to a service group, or have forgotten what group you belong to, call us at the church office.
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Mitten Tree Collection
A “thank you” to all who helped provide 74 items of warmth on our tree.

To each of you who purchased hat and glove sets, purchased warm mittens, knitted and crocheted hats, mittens, and scarves, many will be grateful.  A ‘thank you’ to Meghan Sankey’s mother for crocheting 11 pair, all sizes, of mittens.

Children to adults will appreciate your generosity.  Items will be distributed through St. John’s Episcopal Church.
Audrey Wuttke                            
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TWIN OAKS SHELTER - February
Coins in the Collection and Coffee Fellowship Donations.

Twin Oaks Shelter for the Homeless is a 90 day transitional housing facility for homeless individuals and families located 7 miles west of Delavan.  The facility was previously a motel, that has been converted into 12 one room units.  It also has a community kitchen/dining area, a library, a nurse’s office, a laundry room, a food pantry, an office and sleeping area for shelter staff.  It also has an outdoor playground for the children.

The shelter provides many learning opportunities and services to help residents to  once again become self-sufficient.  Poverty is stressful.  It is painful.  It is hard work.
Thank you for making the pathway easier for a family in need.

ELKHORN FOOD PANTRY - February

What’s your favorite item to purchase for the Food Pantry?  I like to purchase different items each week, mostly something on sale.  It gives me a chance to purchase different things, sometimes new for me.  Having a variety of items, gives variety to those who use the Pantry to supplement their food purchases.

So, February is for bringing in your favorite items for the Pantry.  Let’s fill our shopping cart, which is located in the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you for participating.

HOPE NOW, INC.

We continue to provide a stipend for their social worker.  She provides additional information on other services available in this area.

Audrey Wuttke, Mission Coordinator
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                             “Yarns to Go” 
Many preemie caps have been made, along with other knitted and crocheted articles, to be distributed accordingly.  All of our collection containers, of finished articles, were empty at the beginning of the year.  Our ladies will fill them up again.
We have lots of yarn available for almost any of our on-going projects.  Come and join us.  We will meet on Wednesday, February 8th and 22nd, in the fellowship hall, 1PM to 3PM.

Audrey Wuttke, Coordinator
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2- Susan Leibsle, 3- Michelle Ward,
5- Dale Wuttke, 7- Michael Ketterhagen,
7- Janean Ward, 8- Madison Neinfeldt, 12- Dawn Amby,

14- Virginia Paulsen, 22- Noah Ward,
23- Peter Meylink, 24- Robert Grohall, 27- Hayden Lund
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 27- Ken and LaVerne Aldrich
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Pastor Rich Rubietta is returning to

Elkhorn 1st UMC!

One word.   One song.  

One life at a time.

Making a Difference for Christ

Abounding Ministries
Sunday, February 12th 
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Upcoming  Events for Youth
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February 5th 
 “Around the World” Lunch
NOON

at UMC
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   February  12th  
Ice Cream Fellowship

Valentine Crafts

after Worship
Youth Choir sings Sunday, February 19th!
Nicci Peterson, Youth Coordinator  262-215-2232
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AD. COUNCIL MINUTES

DECEMBER 12, 2016

Meeting was called to order by Chair., Dale Wuttke.  Pastor Bill McBride opened with a prayer.

Present:  Dale Wuttke, Nicci Petersen, Pastor Bill McBride, Cathy Harrington.

Minutes of 11-07-16 were approved.

Finance: Betty submitted the following:  $7,295 in General Fund with an upcoming payroll of

$3,700.  Cap. Impr. has $2,665,  Parsonage Fund has $3,210 and Endowment Fund has $4,762.  $10,000 has been taken from the contingency fund at Ed. Jones.  Conference Apport. have been paid thru Dec., 2016.  2017 pledges submitted to date: $92,528 with a budget of $196,849 & Cap. Improvement pledges at $936.

Youth/Christian Ed.:  Nicci reported Children’s Christmas program went well.  They are working on plans for 2017. Nicci was asked if youth could work on bringing up library books from basement.  She agreed to do this.

Mission/Membership:  Dale reported for Audrey, 132 members.  Mission project for Jan, Feb. & Mar. will be Twin Oakes.  Jan Food Pantry collection will be soup & crackers.

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor reported services will be held at 7 p.m. on Christmas Eve & also regular Service on Christmas day.  Office will be closed on Mon., Tues., & Wed., following Christmas.
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Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Next meeting will be Jan. 9th, 2017

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Harrington, Financial Secretary
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