[image: image1.png]\VAVAVAVAY




[image: image2.jpg]


  Page 7                                                                                  April  2018            

Holy Happenings
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“How To Spring-Clean Your Mind?”
Ah spring…!  I don’t know about you but seeing my first Robin this past weekend was like a new start and a breath of fresh air.  I came upon this blog post today and thought it might speak to you.

Before you get into it and start Spring Cleaning Your Mind and spirit, allow me to offer you 2 opportunities.
Two Ways To Spring-Clean Your Mind (FREE gifts for you this spring)

https://ReverendBillMcBride.com/my-daily-boost - Your daily affirmation, Bible verse and prayer to get you going in the right state of mind. Just click the link and sign up and you will get a boost every day at 6am in your email inbox.

https://reverendbillmcbride.com/faith-training I have created an online learning portal to help you grow closer to God.  This course will help you understand the steps you can take to grow your faith and feel closer to God. This online learning course includes 10 videos and 1 free “A Better Me Everyday Planner.”  After you click the link, enter your first name, best email address and you will receive instant login details. You can access this online portal anytime you want.

The Blog Post On Spring Cleaning

A Blog Post from Jennifer E. Jones -CBN

www1.cbn.com/devotions/spring-clean-your-mind

Spring is here… although someone forgot to tell the weathermen. I don’t know about you, but where I live, I still need to use my fireplace at night.

Nevertheless, according to the calendar, it's spring. Time to open up the house and let the sunshine in. Grab a few dozen trash bags, go through all the closets and the attic, and throw away everything that has cluttered up the house.
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I decided this spring I needed to clear the junk out of my head first. Only a few months into the New Year, and I already had too much on my mind.  I still had a lot of questions built up from last year. God, why did this happen? Why did I pray for this, and it still fell apart? Why, God, why? The questions were piling up, and no answers were in sight to help with the mess.

I can be the ultimate pity party planner. Just give me one problem, and I’ll sulk on it all day. I could feel myself going there one morning and suddenly realized I needed to get with it. Thankfully, God sent me a gentle reminder that He was more than willing to help.

The same day I got on the elevator with a woman who had a medical boot on her leg. Thinking that she's probably been asked a thousand times what happened, I instead asked, "Is it easy to walk in that thing?"

I fully expected her to start complaining about how painful and difficult it was with this contraption strapped to her leg. However, she looked up at me and said matter-of-factly, "No, it's quite easy. I've had this on for about a year." Then, she explained to me how she's had surgery on that foot many times, and it didn't really bother her.

I know it sounds superficial but the first thought I had as I walked away was, A whole year not being able to walk on your right foot. No fun shoes. Wobbling all the time… I truly felt sorry for her. Yet, while it made me sad, she seemed perfectly fine with it.  Walking down the long hallway to my office, the situation started unraveling in my head. Here I was with the imaginary world on my shoulders, yet I was walking on both feet with breath in my lungs towards a job that I enjoy.

I started to pray, “God, I gotta get rid of this annoying habit of feeling sorry for myself when the most miniscule thing goes wrong in my day. I mean, I have so much to be thankful for; I should be skipping to work every day. But how do I do this? Where do I begin?”

I must admit that I am the queen of unfinished projects. I’m a great starter. Following through is a different story. Cleaning out the pesky demons of jealousy, ungratefulness, and general pessimism would not be easy. I wondered, How do I start cherishing my life?
I was being rhetorical, but as I turned the key to my office door, I heard that still small voice say, "You can start with every moment."  I had to pause and laugh at myself. Of course! The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step, as does any big spring-cleaning job. If I could take every moment and enjoy it to its fullest, letting tomorrow take care of itself, in no time I would look back on a life of laughter and love.

So I sat at my desk, turned on some cool jazz, and let a smile creep across my face as I began the work I so enjoy. The day looked better already.  I can’t say that I completely understand how or why my life got so cluttered, but at least I know how to clean it up. And it may never be finished but as God continues to perfect the work He started, I can at least enjoy the process.

Have a blessed Spring Cleaning,

Reverend Bill McBride, Pastor
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APRIL               Sermon Series:  The God Story
1        EASTER SUNDAY
          “Encounters With Christ: 

           Jesus and Mary Magdalene”
           John 20: 1-18
8       2nd Sunday of Easter
         Introduction  

          Genesis 1:1-2, 26: 2-4
22      4th Sunday of Easter
         Rising Action
         Exodus 16:2-4, Numbers 11:4-6
29    5th Sunday of Easter   
        The Inciting Incident 
        1 Samuel 16:1-13
15     3rd Sunday of Easter

       Suspension of Disbelief

         Genesis 18:1-15

SERMON SERIES - APRIL 8-MAY 20, 2018

THE GOD STORY

Is life a collection of haphazard events, situations and circumstances with you and me going along for the ride? Or perhaps are we a part of a story?  And if there is a story to our lives and we are an integral part of that story then there must be a story-teller, don’t you think? Welcome to the God Story 2018

G. K. Chesterton said, “I have always felt life is first as a story: and if there is a story there is a story-teller.”

The God Story uses the traditional elements of storytelling to help us see the amazing threads, the storyline that run through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. This message series will help you see your role in the story of God’s people. 

We will take seven weeks, beginning April 8th to walk together through the story of the Bible. Obviously we cannot tell the whole story of the Bible in just seven weeks, but we will focus on the connections between figures and events in the Bible that can sometimes seem disconnected and gain clarity on our personal connection to God and this amazing spiritual story.
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April Service Group (D)
 (Service Group Coordinator Harriette Immega 723-4605)
Kathie Benhart, Doris Feivor,
Shane, Gwen, Makayla & Marshall Griffin,

Gerry & Harriette Immega,

Dan Johnson, Dave & Terry Ketchpaw,

Tom & Gayle Ostrander

Bud & Betty Rader, Janean Ward

NOTE:    There are 5 Service groups, with approximately 15-20 people in each. If you are part of this month’s group, you may be asked to be a liturgist, greeter, serve refreshments or usher. Please be ready to help. The Service Group Coordinator will call prior to the first Sunday of the new month.  

  * If you are not assigned to a service group, or have forgotten what group you belong to, call us at the church office.
******************************************************************************************
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In our prayers this month:
Jim & Charlene Johnson, Dave Larson, 
                     
  Phil Jones, Kathleen Laferty,
 Rodney & Virginia Paulsen, Arline Wolfer

(See prayer board for specific requests) 
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  YARNS TO GO

We are finishing up on our baby afghans – very pretty!  We will make some preemie hats, afghan blocks, and seaman’s ministry items.  You are invited to join our knitting and crocheting group on April 11th and April 25th, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM in the church narthex.                                                                             Audrey Wuttke, Coordinator
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April, May and June
Elkhorn Food Pantry

The specialty item to purchase this month is canned fruit.  Other items are always needed also.  The collection “cart” is in the Fellowship Hall.  We fill it; Ginny Matelski delivers the food to the pantry.  Thanks Ginny!
 Hope Now, Inc.
Hope Now, Inc. came into being because the local churches realized they could not meet some necessities needed by some residents.  The Rev. Scott McLeod, Eleanor Montano, and Mary Ellen Wright are credited with starting Hope Now.

(Excerpts from March 15, 2018 Elkhorn Independent.)

Hope Now, Inc. has been serving people in the EASD for 14 years.  It recently surpassed giving a half million dollars to help those in need.  The need is generally for rent, utilities, vehicle, food or medical.  Panel members and Lynn Kooze a social worker meet with the people and devise a plan suited for their needs.

Hope Now, Inc. received more than $67,000 in donations during 2017.  Our church contributes quarterly, so it can pay the social worker a stipend, as well as our Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets.  Thank you for helping to meet a great need!

Missionary Paul Webster

Our Missions Fund committee has been studying information about becoming a convenient partner with a missionary.  We have also studied info about a missionary and his project.  Our committee met in February and voted to help support Rev. Paul Webster and his project – Mujila Falls Agriculture Centre, Zambia, Africa.


Rev. Paul Webster, commissioned in 1992, is a missionary with the Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church.


Paul’s ministry as a rural economic development specialist serves the needs of poor, rural peoples.  Each project promotes major programs in education, health, sustainable and appropriate agriculture, community development, evangelism, and church construction.  The projects strive to address community social, economic and health problems holistically, this empowering participants.


Our Coins in the Collection for the months of April, May and June and coffee fellowship donations will be divided – half to support Paul Webster and half to support the Agriculture Center.  Our Church’s covenant responsibility (salary support) is at least $5.00 per member.  The Missions Fund Committee voted to pay the covenant cost - $605 plus $395 towards the Mujila Falls Agriculture Centre.

Your generous support through coins and “quiet” money, marked for this ministry, will also be matched by the Missions Fund up to $300.

Help for the Rwanda Conference

It was late fall when Pastor Lamarr Gibson contacted me to see if our committee would donate $500 for a keyboard for the Rwanda Annual conference.  (Lamarr has traveled to Rwanda several times.)


The Rwanda Provisional Conference is a new conference with over 8,650 members, 37 churches, 44 pastors and 5 districts.  This is a very poor country.  Pastors and superintendents are not paid and none have viable transportation with which to travel over Rwanda’s many hills.


A major need of the churches is keyboards to produce music appealing particularly to younger persons.  Most churches only have drums.  As the conference grows additional assistance will be needed to purchase material for church buildings and facilities, and also transportation.  Pastor Bill felt sorry for the pastors having to walk to their churches, so our Missions Fund Committee voted to send $500 for a 74 key music keyboard and $200 for a bicycle (s) for a pastor to the Rwanda Annual Conference through our Wisconsin Conference Treasurer.
Audrey Wuttke, Mission Coordinator
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Birthdays:
1- Cynthia Heindl


2- Audrey Luebke

4- Briana Pierquet


5- Zachary Wuttke

6- Colleen Papenfus

11- Alice Rahn

15- Miriam Ward


16- Izabella Lund

19- Maegan Sankey


21- Charles Ketchpaw

21- Abrielle Partington

22- Kathleen Greene

22- Kelly Ketchpaw


22- Gloria Wuttke

23- Bev Jones


23- Julie McBride

25- Wendy Remeeus

28- Virginia Matelski

29- Breann Partington

Anniversaries:

                                     2- Michael & Cindy Papenfus
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1ST UMC’S SPRING RUMMAGE SALE

 May 3rd, 4th and 5th 

Start dropping off items now!
Ginny Matelski will run the sale.  Please call the church (723-2629) or 
Ginny (723-6879) with any questions!
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The Scholarship Committee will be awarding scholarships to current church members who are graduating high school seniors pursuing a degree at a university or technical school.  Please see the church office for an application.  

Applications are due May 6, 2018
The end of March was the end of Frank’s 1st Quarter so receipts must be turned in no later than April 8th in order to get credit for them.  They can also be mailed to:
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Arla Green

5680 Parliament Lane, #216

Delavan, WI  53115

Thank you again for your help with this program!
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April 15th 

Youth Choir

9:30AM
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April 22nd 
Balloon Release

after Worship Service

Nicole Peterson, Youth Coordinator  262-215-2232
There was no Admin. Council meeting in March.

Admin. Council meets April 9th.

February minutes will be printed in the May newsletter.
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