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Holy Happenings
[image: image3.jpg]



“SOME THOUGHTS ON SPRING”
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  With the arrival of spring we look forward to warmer days, blooming flowers and the feel of a lush carpet of green grass under our feet. It is wonderful to open our windows again and invite the fresh spring air inside to breathe new life and hope into our homes and our hearts. 
  Somehow the challenges of life seem less overwhelming when the warmth of the sun shines through.  It’s as though God is telling us, “I am here to help you find the strength to keep your spirit as light and glowing as the early morning dew.”

  It is said that God doesn’t give us more burdens than we can bear.  I like to think of it this way; God will always give us everything and more that we need to grow and find the dreamed for fulfillment and purpose for which we strive and work.  We’ve all had some difficult days in March with Cathy’s passing and her struggles in the last month of her life.  She left a huge empty space in our church and all of our lives. But try to recognize your sadness as a true measure of your great love for her and appreciation for her life and faith.

  With spring in the air we are reminded of miracles of God everywhere.  Even in loss there is new life and renewed hope thanks to God’s gift of eternal life. Our Creator is in the tiny buds on our trees, in the early morning bird song, in the radiant sunrise and sunset, and in the fresh crisp air we breathe. God is right in the center of your life today, breathing new life and growth from within. 

  If the scripture story found in the Beatitudes in Matthew 5 teach us one thing it reminds us that God wants us to excel and become more than we are right now. God wants our dreams to come true and our lives to soar toward fulfillment and success. That is why we call Matthew 5:1-16 “The Be-Happy Attitudes for Success and Fulfillment.” When we partner with God, we see the springtime of new life and hope which always begins on the inside and move outward to show the world that life is good and we embrace all that is good and holy and fulfilling. 

Blessings and Happy Spring!

 -Rev. Bill McBride, Pastor

APRIL               Sermon Series
2        5th Sunday in Lent
          “The Lord Who OBEYS”
          Philippians 2:1-11
          John 14:12-15
9       Passion/Palm Sunday
         6th Sunday in Lent

         “The Lord Who SAVES”  

          Luke 19:1-10
13     Maundy Thursday

         “The Lord Who WAS BETRAYED”

          Matthew 26:14-25

14     Good Friday

         “The Lord Who GAVE”

         Matthew 27:32-53

16     Easter Sunday

         “The Lord Who WAS RAISED”
          John 20:1-21
23     2nd Sunday of Easter
         Acts 2:14a, 22-32
         Psalm 16 (UMH 748)
         1 Peter 1:3-9
         John 20:19-31
30    3rd Sunday of Easter    
        Acts 2:14a, 36-41
        Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH 837)
        1 Peter 1:17-23
        Luke 24:13-35
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In our prayers this month:
Helen Canelos, Weyrough Family,

Jim & Charlene Johnson,

Steven Erskine, Madeline Manning, Kathleen Laferty, 
Duane Katzman, Ellen Kemnitz, Kay Vassallo,

Family of Cathy Harrington

(See prayer board for specific requests) 
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April Service Group (B)
 (Service Group Coordinator: Coe Reynolds (262-949-5307)
Dawn Amby, Dylan McLaughlin,
Terry & Kathy Green, Bob & Maxine Grohall,

Larry & Virginia Matelski, Michael Papenfus,
Ben & Jenny Priesgen,

Howie, Coe & Tessa Reynolds,

Dave & Tommy Rohde, Desirae Skelton

NOTE:    There are 5 Service groups, with approximately 15-20 people in each. If you are part of this month’s group, you may be asked to be a liturgist, greeter, serve refreshments or usher. Please be ready to help. The Service Group Coordinator will call prior to the first Sunday of the new month.  

  * If you are not assigned to a service group, or have forgotten what group you belong to, call us at the church office.
******************************************************************************************
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April, May and June
Elkhorn Food Pantry

We will be collecting brownie and cake mixes the month of April.  The shopping cart is in the Fellowship Hall.  Let’s fill it up!  Cash donations and other food items help struggling families.

Pregnancy Helpline

Our “coins in the collection” and coffee refreshments “donations” will all go to Pregnancy Helpline during the months of April, May and June.

Pregnancy Helpline of Walworth County is located at 28 S. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn, with office hours of 10:00AM to 4:00PM on Monday and Friday, 6:00PM to 8:00PM on Tuesday, or by appointment.

Pregancy Helpline offers support for women, men and families as they make the right choice for their babies.

We will also continue to support Hope Now, Inc.
Audrey Wuttke, Mission Coordinator
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YARNS TO GO

Several baby afghans will be on display, for donation to the Pregnancy Helpline, along with other shower gifts.  These afghans are so nice and soft and cuddly.

We continue our knitting and crocheting for others.  Thanks to those who continue to donate yarn.  Our meeting dates are April 12th and April 26th, 1:00PM to 3:00PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Come and join us!

Audrey Wuttke, Coordinator
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“Baby Shower – Plus” 
        for the

Pregnancy Helpline of Walworth Co.
You are cordially invited to the First United Methodist Church’s firs baby shower!  It will be held April 1st to April 30th, at any time you would like to donate a gift.

We won’t be playing any of those baby shower games, and we won’t have to consume all those extra calories!

Baby articles can be placed on the table in the foyer.  Things that can be used are; baby shampoo, baby wash, newborn size diapers, onesees, books, bottles, pacifiers, cups – see complete list on the table at church.

Pregnancy Helpline is also asking for size 4 and 5 diapers and 2T – 3T clothes.  These things are for brothers and sisters at home.
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The articles we give to this organization are not just given away.  The mother-to-be is in an EARN WHILE YOU LEARN class.  She may then purchase the items donated for a small fee.

Everyone is invited to participate – men, women and children.  Have fun!

Audrey Wuttke, Mission Coordinator
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    Birthdays:
1-Cynthia Heindl

2- Duane Katzman

2- Audrey Luebke 

4- Briana Pierquet

5- Zachary Wuttke

6- Colleen Papenfus

11- Alice Rahn

15- Miriam Ward

19 – Izabella Lund


21 – Maegan Sankey


21- Charles Ketchpaw

21- Abrielle Partington

22- Kathleen Greene

22- Kelly Ketchpaw

22- Gloria Wuttke

23- Beverly Jones

23 – Julie McBride

25- Wendy Remeeus

28- Virginia Matelski

29- Breann Partington
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Anniversaries:
9- Ben & Jennifer Priesgen,
22- Michael & Cindy Papenfus
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1ST UMC’S SPRING RUMMAGE SALE

 May 4th, 5th and 6th 

Start dropping off items now!
Set-up & Sort begins at 6:30PM on Tuesday, May 2nd, and 
Sort & Mark on Wednesday, May 3rd at 9:00AM.
Ginny Matelski will run the sale.  Please call the church (723-2629) or 
Ginny (723-6879) with any questions!
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The Scholarship Committee will be awarding scholarships to current church members who are graduating high school seniors pursuing a degree or students currently attending a university or technical school.  Please see the church office for an application.  

Applications are due May 1, 2017
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Just a reminder that Frank’s Piggly Wiggly receipts marked 1st quarter on the bottom must be turned in no later than April 2nd  in order to get credit.  If more convenient, mail to

Arla Green

5680 Parliament Lane, #216

Delavan, WI  53115

Thanks much for your continued support of this program!
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April 1st 
Easter Egg Hunt
TBD

April 2nd 
Around the World Lunch

NOON
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April 23rd 

Youth Choir

9:30AM
Nicci Lund, Youth Coordinator  262-215-2232
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Ben Priesgen has submitted his resignation as Custodian for the church.  Ben's last day as Custodian will be April 9. Please take a moment to thank Ben for his work as the Custodian and wish him well in his organic farming endeavor the next time you see him.  

Dawn Amby will be our new Custodian.  However, Dawn will be recovering from a medical procedure and will not be able to assume the responsibilities until she has been medically cleared by her doctor.  

In the meantime Ginny Matelski has graciously agreed to come back temporarily to cover the period between Ben and Dawn.  Ginny's first day back on the job will be April 10. 
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Wednesday Thursday Saturday

1

Youth Easter Egg
Hunt! TBD

2 3 3 7

Communion Cub Scouts Weight Watchers Pastor's Day Off
Worship Service 6:15PM - 8:15PM 8:30AM

1 O.A. Meeting

YYouth "Around the 7PM-8:30PM

World" Lunch
NOON

9 10 12 13 14

Palm Sunday Cub Scouts Weight Watchers Maundy Thursday Good Friday
Service 10AM 6:15PM - 8:15PM 8:30AM Service 7PM Service 7PM
Finance Mtg. Yams to Go No School EASD
6:30PM /Ad 1PM-3PM Office Closed

Council Mtg. 7PM
O.A. Meeting Pastor's Day Off

7PM-8:30PM

16 17 19 21

Easter Sunday Cub Scouts 6:15PM Weight Watchers Newsletter
Service 10AM ~8:1eM 8:30AM Articles Due
Men's Breakfast No Schod EASD Pastor's Day Off

8:30AM O.A. Meeting
7PM-8:30PM

Office Closed

Pastor on !acation I
25 24 29 26 27 28 29

Worship Service Cub Scouts Weight Watchers Newsletter
10AM 6:15PM - 8:15PM 8:30AM Assembly Noon

Yom %‘UJ{ ?jzo:\m O.A. Meeting Yams to Go Pastor's Day Off

7PM-8:30PM 1PM-3PM

Youth "Adopt a

Grandparent” at
Hotton Manor

Pastor on Vacation I
30

Worship Service
10AM

Pastor on I





Midwest Mission Distribution Center sent out their newsletter telling of all they were able to do with past donations.  Some of the highlights:
MMDC donated approximately 450,000 pounds of supplies to 11 countries, which included Africa, Nicaragua, Haiti, Dominican Republic, and many places here in the U.S.
Items donated included student school bags, school desks (made from wooden bleachers), health kits, school kits and more.  They sent out 8,948 cleaning buckets, of which we made donations for them.  Their quote: “Thank you for making life-changing work possible.”
“Abounding Ministries”, Richard Rubietta who presented his wonderful Sunday Service at our church, was grateful to receive our monetary gift to support his ministry.  Thanks for your generosity!

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AD. COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

February 13, 2017
Meeting was called to order by Chair. Dale Wuttke. Pastor opened with a prayer.

PRESENT:  Pastor Bill McBride, Dale Wuttke, Audrey Wuttke, Bev Jones, Betty Rader, Shane Griffin and John Henderson.

 Minutes for 12/12/2016 were approved.

FINANCE: Shane said the General Fund was $12,140, Capital Improvements $4,537, Parsonage $1,313, Endowment $7,114, Local Ministry $158,466.15, WI Missions $207,292.34, Ed Jones $95,165.79.  We are doing well.

MEMBERSHIP/MISSION: Audrey said the membership was 132.  Seven people were removed.  Now we have 125.  Northcott Neighborhood House, we are matching funds with them $339.04.  In April and June coins in the collection will be going to the Pregnancy Helpline and having a “Baby Shower”.  In March the coins will go to the Elkhorn Food Pantry.  They are also seeking salt and pepper.  Abounding Ministries $375.00.  More info to come about becoming a Covenant Church.  Community Meal, cooks expenses after donations were deducted.  She will do a follow up with Hope Now because an employee resigned today.

LOCAL MINISTRIES:  Tom Ostrander is out of town.  Updates next month.
UMW:  No meetings until March.
PARISH NURSE:  Bev said she visited with Skip Katzman.  He doesn’t drive.  Prayers are needed as his wife, Carol is in the hospital.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Bill Handed out his activity report and spoke about his latest project.  It’s a great way to reach out to the members.
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Meeting adjourned by Shane.
Next meeting will be March 20th.
Respectfully submitted,

Nicole Peterson
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